Gear up for the New Year! 


Purdue wins thriller 
at Foster Farms Bowl 


Sports, 1C 


Find savings throughout the store on New Year’s Eve 
party essentials and don’t forget to stock the bar early! 
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New elementary school 
in Fishers will be unique 


“When you walk in the front door, it’s wide open all the way through,” Hamilton Southeastern Schools’ Assistant Superin- 


tendent Jan Combs says about plans for Southeastern Elementary. RENDERINGS PROVIDED BY HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN SCHOOLS 


Building will feature ‘neighborhoods’ of classrooms, 
common areas for easily accessible collaboration 


Emma Kate Fittes 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FISHERS — Hamilton Southeastern 
Schools’ recently released design plans 
prove its newest elementary school 
won't look like any other in the area. 

The district broke ground on South- 
eastern Elementary earlier in Decem- 
ber. Renderings of the building’s final 
design show HSE is breaking the mold. 


“When you walk in the front door, it’s 
wide open all the way through,” said As- 
sistant Superintendent Jan Combs. 

The two-story building on Cyn- 
theanne Road will be based around 
“pods” or “neighborhoods” of class- 
rooms, designs show. Each group of 
classrooms will be circled around a 
common area for easy collaboration. 
The common areas will open to outdoor 


See SCHOOL, Page 5A 


“Everything is de- 
signed to be very 
open with opportu- 
nities for collabora- 
tion. It’s learning 
made visible.” 


Jan Combs 
Hamilton Southeastern Schools Assistant 
Superintendent 


Diploma 
fix among 
education 
priorities 


Lawmakers also must 
address funding gap 


Arika Herron 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


For once, education may not be the 
hottest topic at the Indiana Statehouse 
in the upcoming legislative session, 
but that doesn’t mean there won't be 
plenty of action. Lawmakers have sev- 
eral big fixes on the docket, including a 
$9.3 million funding gap and a broken 
diploma system. 

Here are four education issues to 
watch, once the General Assembly re- 
sumes Jan. 3. 


Graduation requirements 


The State Board of Education just 
adopted new graduation requirements 
with sweeping changes for what Indi- 
ana students need to do before receiv- 
ing a high school diploma, but the 
changes won't stop there. 

A new federal rule — part of a large 
overhaul of the nation’s education law 
— changed how the U.S. Department 
of Education calculates states’ gradua- 
tion rates. Under the new grad rate 
definition, one of the four diplomas of- 
fered by Indiana schools would not 
count toward the state’s graduation 
rate. The General Diploma was earned 
by more than 8,000 students last year, 
meaning the current graduation rate of 
89 percent would drop by 12 points and 
plummet toward the bottom of nation- 
al rankings. 

The Indiana Department of Educa- 
tion has requested a reprieve from the 
rule, but officials have said a federal 
waiver is a long shot. 

More likely, lawmakers will change 
the diploma system from separate di- 
plomas to one tiered system. In that 
scenario, students would all earn the 
same base diploma with opportunities 
to add credentials for completing more 


See EDUCATION, Page 6A 


Uber may replace ambulance for some who are sick 


Shari Rudavsky 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Instead of calling 911, more people are 
opening the Uber app, a study has 
found. 

Ambulance calls have reduced by at 


least 7 percent when Uber has entered 
many urban markets, according to an 
analysis by David Slusky, an assistant 
professor of economics, and Leon Mos- 
katel of the Department of Medicine at 
Scripps Mercy Hospital in San Diego. 
The paper is available online as it un- 
dergoes peer review for publication. 


The authors hypothesize that the de- 
crease happens because more people 
are opting for an UberX over an ambu- 
lance when they feel too sick to drive but 
are not experiencing an emergency. 

In their study, the authors looked at 
ambulance rates in 766 cities in the 
United States, including Indianapolis, 


to compare what happened when Uber 
entered these markets from 2013 to 
2015. In each city, ambulance usage de- 
creased by at least 7 percent. 

Another explanation could be that 
ride-sharing apps decreased the num- 


See UBER, Page 9A 
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2018 could turn out to be a make-or- 
break year for auto innovator Tesla. 1B 
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Plan ahead to get your bubbly 


Indiana law means liquor stores will be 
closed for New Year’s Eve. 3A 
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Half Off Furnace 


with purchase of a Carrier A/C 


up to 12 months : 
0% financing : 
available : 


plus for a limited time... Free Duct Cleaning 


Ends 12/31 


= (317) 957-3560 valid on 80% efficiency furnace (up to $1,069 equipment discount) when purchased in com- 
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